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CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 04278 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ID 

SUBJECT: INDONESIAN AMBASSADORIAL CONFERENCE, MARCH 3-12, 1977 
REF : KABUL 1473 

THERE FOLLOWS SUMMARY OF EMBASSY JAKARTA'S A-43 REPORTING 
INDONESIA'S FIRST WORLD-WIDE AMBASSADORIAL CONFERENCE HELD IN 
JAKARTA: 

BEGIN SUMMARY: "THE GOVERNMENT OF INDONESIA SUMMONED ALL ITS 
AMBASSADORS TO JAKARTA FOR A WORKING CONFERENCE MARCH -3-12, 

1977. THE PURPOSES WERE TO EXCHANGE IDEAS, AND THOROUGHLY 
BRIEF THE AMBASSADORS ON THE STATUS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN THE COUNTRY AND ON THE UP-COMING GENERAL ELECTIOONS 
TO BE HELD IN MAY. REMARKS BY PRESIDENT SUHARTO AND FOREIGN 
MINISTER ADAM MALIK SUGGESTED THERE WAS ALSO A GOVERN- 
MENTAL DETERMINATION TO ASSURE THAT THE AMBASSADORS RETURNED 
TO THEIR RESPECTIVE HOST COUNTRIES WITH A RENEWED SENSE OF 
URGENCY ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENTAL AND SECURITY PROBLEMS 
FACING INDONESIA. WHILE ONLY INDIRECTLY ADDRESSED IN THE 
PRESS, IT WAS APPARENT THAT PRESIDEN SUHARTO WAS ALSO 
VERY MUCH CONCERNED BY THE CONTINUED ADVERSE PUBLICITY 
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IN THE FOREIGN MEDIA AS A RESULT OF THE PERT AMIN A 
SCANDALS AND THE EAST TIMOR OPERATION. THOUGH STILL 
EARLY TO BE SURE, WE MIGHT EXPECT TO SEE A MORE AGGRESSIVE 
AND ASSERTIVE FOREIGN POLICY THAT WILL COMBINE 
COMMITMENT TO THIRD WORLD ISSUES WITH EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
INDONESIA'S IMAGE IN THE DEVELOPED, DONOR COUNTRUES." END 
SUMMARY. 
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